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PRINTER S NO. 682

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
NO. 618Se$ion of 2005

| NTRODUCED BY WAUGH, VENGER, SCARNATI, M WH TE, WONDERLI NG
RAFFERTY, STOUT, CORVAN, LEMMOND, D. WHI TE, KI TCHEN, PUNT,
GORDNER, THOWMPSON, TOM.I NSON, ROBBI NS AND ARMSTRONG,
APRI L 12, 2005

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 12, 2005

AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consolidated Statutes, limting civil liability
for injury or death in connection with equine activities.

The General Assenbly finds and decl ares that equine
activities are engaged in by a substantial number of the
citizens of this Commpnwealth and also attract to this
Conmonweal th a | arge nunber of nonresidents:

The General Assenbly further finds that these activities
significantly contribute to the econony of this Commonwealt h.

The General Assenmbly further finds that equine conmunity and
horse farns play a significant role in agriculture and
preservation of open space.

The General Assenbly further finds that equine activities
i nvol ve inherent risks that are essentially inpractical or
i mpossible to elininate and that those risks nust be borne by
t hose who engage in the activities.

The General Assenbly therefore deternines that as a matter of

public policy those participating in equine activities
voluntarily assune the risk of the inherent dangers of the sport
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3 and civil liability for injuries or death shall be linited.

4 The General Assenbly of the Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vania

5 hereby enacts as foll ows:

6 Section 1. Chapter 83 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania

7 Consolidated Statutes is amended by addi ng a subchapter to read:
8 SUBCHAPTER |

9 EQUI NE ACTI VI TY

10 Sec.

11 8395. Definitions.

12 8396. Assunption of inherent risks.

13 8397. Exceptions.

14 8398. Noti ces.

15 § 8395. Definitions.

16 The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
17 shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
18 context clearly indicates otherw se:

19 "Engages in an equine activity." Participation in equine
20 activity. The term i ncl udes:
21 (1) Riding, training, |oading and unloading for trave
22 or breedi ng an equi ne.
23 (2) Providing or assisting in nedical, dental or
24 therapeutic treatment of an equine.
25 (3) Placing or renoving horseshoes and trinmm ng hooves.
26 (4) Driving or being a passenger upon an equine or a
27 devi ce attached to the equine.
28 (5) Visiting, touring or utilizing an equine facility.
29 (6) Sponsoring an equine activity.
30 (7) Assisting a participant or show managenent at an
20050S0618B0682 -2 -

1 equi ne activity.

2 The term does not include acting as a spectator unless the

3 spectator is placed in an area in imediate proximty to the

4 equine activity.

5 "Equine." A horse, pony, donkey or nule.

6 "Equine activity." Activity which involves the use of an

7 equine. The termincl udes:

8 (1) Equine shows, fairs, parades, conpetitions or

9 performances whi ch invol ve breeds of equine participating in
10 an activity. This paragraph includes dressage, hunter and
11 junper shows, Grand Prix jumping, three-day eventing,

12 conbi ned training, rodeos, reining, cutting, team penning,
13 driving, pulling, barrel racing, steeplechasing, English and
14 Western performance riding, endurance and nonendurance trai
15 riding, Western ganes, gynkhana, hunting, packing,

16 therapeutic riding and driving and recreational riding.

17 (2) Equine or rider and driver training, teaching

18 i nstructing or evaluation. This paragraph includes clinics,
19 sem nars and denonstrations.

20 (3) Boarding equines, including normal daily care

21 (4) Breeding equines, whether by live cover or

22 artificial insenination

23 (5) Riding, driving, inspecting or evaluating an equine
24 bel ongi ng to anot her by a purchaser or agent, whether or not
25 the owner has received anything of value for the use of the
26 equine or is permtting a prospective purchaser or a

27 purchaser's agent to ride, drive, inspect or evaluate the
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28 equi ne.
29 (6) Recreational rides, drives or other activity
30 i nvol ving the use of an equine.
20050S0618B0682 - 3 -

1 (7) Providing or assisting in nedical, dental or

2 therapeutic care of an equi ne.

3 (8) Placing, removing or replacing horseshoes or

4 trimm ng of horse hooves.

5 (9) Leading, handling or groom ng an equine.

6 "Equi ne activity sponsor." Any individual, group, club or

7 business entity, whether or not operating for profit, that

8 sponsors, organizes, conducts or provides the facilities or

9 equines for an equine activity. The termincludes pony and horse
10 clubs, 4-H groups, equine associations, farns, recreational

11 riding, riding facilities and show grounds and arenas where

12 equine activities are held.

13 "Equi ne professional." A person engaged in any of the

14 follow ng equine activities:

15 (1) Training, teaching, instructing or evaluating a

16 partici pant or an equine, or renting an equine to a

17 partici pant for the purpose of riding, driving or being a
18 passenger upon an equine or a device attached to an equi ne.
19 (2) Renting or |easing equi pnment or tack to a
20 partici pant.
21 (3) Providing daily care of horses boarded at a
22 facility.
23 "I nherent risks of equine activities." Dangers or conditions
24 which are an integral part of equine activities. The term
25 includes:
26 (1) The propensity of an equine to behave in a manner
27 whi ch may cause injury, harmor death to a person on or near
28 it.
29 (2) The unpredictability of an equine's reaction to
30 sounds, sudden nmovenents, unfanmiliar objects, individuals or
20050S0618B0682 -4 -

1 ot her ani nmal s.

2 (3) An equine's reaction to certain natural hazards,

3 such as surface and subsurface ground conditions.

4 (4) A collision with other equines or objects.

5 (5) An equine's response to the participant's manner of
6 handling or controlling it or inability to handle or contro
7 it.

8 "Participant." An individual, whether amateur or

9 professional, who engages in an equine activity, regardl ess of
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whether a fee is paid to engage in the equine activity. If a
participant is a minor, the termincludes the parent, guardian
or person standing in loco parentis.
§ 8396. Assunption of inherent risks.

A participant in an equine activity is deened to assunme the
i nherent risk of equine activities, whether created by the
equi ne, weather conditions, ground conditions or other inherent
ri sks of the equine activity. Except as set forth in section
8397 (relating to exceptions), the assunption of the risk shal
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19 be a complete bar to suit by a participant in an equine activity
20 or a successor in interest and shall serve as a conplete defense
21 to any action, claimor suit against an equine activity sponsor
22 equine professional or other participant.
23 § 8397. Exceptions.
24 Not hing in section 8396 (relating to assunption of inherent
25 risks) shall bar or limt the liability of an equine activity
26 sponsor, equine professional or any other participant if the
27 equine activity sponsor, equine professional or participant:
28 (1) was grossly negligent;
29 (2) conmitted an act or onission which constitutes
30 willful or reckless disregard for the safety of the
20050S0618B0682 -5 -
1 partici pant and which caused the injury or death; or
2 (3) intentionally injured the participant.
3 § 8398. Notices.
4 An equine activity sponsor and an equi ne professional shal
5 post the followi ng notice and include the notice in contracts,
6 riding and | esson agreenents, registration and entry forms and
7 any other docunents required by the equine activity sponsor and
8 equine professional for the participation in an equine activity:
9 War ni ng: Under Pennsyl vani a | aw an equi ne professiona

10 and equine activity sponsor is not liable for an injury
11 to or death of a participant in equine activities

12 resulting fromthe inherent risks of equine activities.
13 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
C29L42RLE/ 20050S0618B0682 - 6 -
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